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NSW 
ENVIRONMENT 

IN CRISIS 
CONFERENCE 

T
he Nature Conservation 
Council of NSW, which is 
the peak umbrella group 
for the environmental 

movement in this State. is planning an 
I extraordinary conference on July 16 

The proposed title of the confer-
ence is 'NSW - Environment in ('ri- 

with the sub-title: An evaluation 
ot the Coalition Government's suc-
cesses and failures - and an agenda for 
the Next Election and beyond" 

The oblective is to draw together 
the largest representative gathering of 
environmentalists ever assembled in 
NSW to identily and affirm: 
• The environmental successes and 
failures of the NSW government since 
l'XS 

The issues of greatest current con- 
I cern to environmentalists which are 

ithin t lie power ofthe Government to 
adaress 
• The major goals of the environment 
movement for the next elected govern-
rnent in this State. 

The conference will help revitalise 
the NSW environment movement in 
tins crucial pie-election year (a State 
election must be held by March 1995 at 
the latest) It will also help the move-
rnent as a whole to formulate a set of 
policy priorities and goals for the next 
election. 
Contact Ni I'A if von waii/ to he 

2BBB-FM 
your community 

radio 
now on 

933 and 107.5 MHz 
for current affairs 

and environmental shows 
(066) 551 888 

Ombudsman report 
welcomed as 

umpire 's decision 

T
he drafi assistant Ombuds-
man's Report released 6 May 
1994, by Nambucca Council 
has been welcomed by one 

councillor, Cr Lyn Orrego, as the um-
pire's decision on Council's actions over 
recognising unsubstantiated claims for 
existing use rights enabling gravel extrac-
Lion without development applications. 

'l'he Council has now been told by 
the official legal rewesentative of the 
people of NSW that twelve of its past 
decisions to recognise existing use rights 
for gravel extraction in the Nambucca 
River were improper/v discriminatory. 
niireasoiicthle and contrary to law'', she 
said. 

"Of real concern to the ratepayers of 
the Nambucca is the Report's conclusion 
that the Council consistent/v favoured 
the sectional ink'resIS of gravel extrac-
lors at the expense of/he rat epaver.v as a 
whole because road contributions could 
not be put on extractors operating under 
existing use rights. The l'own Planner 
also warned that the higher costs of road 
maintenance from increased truck move-
ments was being borne by the Shire's 
ratepayers rather than the gravel opera-
tors," she said. 

"The Report's conclusion that 
Nanibucca Council is in i/ira/I 10 the 
gravel extraction industry aiida ('oii,zcil 
whose contempt for the 1a14' and its re-
spo,isihilities has been longsla,ith,ig and 
braze,,, should worry all residents who 
must call on their Council to take note of 
this verdict and change their actions. 

"The Council's actions may also have 
badly effected the Nambucca River. The 
Dept of Water Resources warned in 1988 
that the size and number of extractive 
industries compared to the size of the 
Nambucca River was alarming and that 
the riverwas already showing signsofbed 
degradation. 

"If existing use is recognised no de-
velopnient application is required so no 
assessment of possible adverse environ-
mental effects is submitted to Council and 
no conditions can be imposed by Council 
to minimise these. With so many of these 
extractive operations located immediately 
upstream of Council's borefields which 
supply the whole shire with water, it 
remains a complete unknown if what 
Council has so freely been allowing is 
having an effect on Council's own water 
supply. 

"I am also concerned that Council 
now seems to be misurderstanding the 
new State Environmental Planning Policy 
which gives a two year moratorium to 
gravel operations which can prove exist-
ing consent and can submit details about 
quantities and locations. Council has al-
lowed around 80 applicants to be on the 
register and to extract gravel even though, 
to date, only one ofthose applications has 
been assessed to comply with the require-
ments! They have in effect given an 8 
month "free go" to some extractors who 
might not be able to prove their eligibility 
when the final assessment is completed 
towards the end of this month. 

"In one case, when Council's own 
legal advice recommended a stop work 
order because the evidence showed no 
existing use rights were likely to exist, 
Council ordered one, but gave the opera-
tor 6 months to stop. Water Resources 
reported that during that time they were 
going "flat out". Also during that time 
Council was in a contractual relationship 
with the operators to purchase gravel 
from them - a clear conflict of interest. 
Council's own lawyers commented that 
Council had given this extension "with-
out any, apparent legal right". It's ex-
tremely important that this type of thing 
cease immediately and tnat Council take 
its responsibilities more seriously'', Cr. 
Orrego concluded. 

Ombudsman repremands 
Nambucca council over 

gravel policy 
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THIS IS SERIOUS 
Frogs are Croaking 

A
mphibians all over the world 
began disappearing in the 
1970's. Scientists from every 
continent have documented the 

rapid, global decline. Modern amphibians 
evolved about 75 million years ago and 
have not changed significantly since. They 
preceded and then outlived the dinosaurs, 
survived ice ages, meteors and volca-
noes. They witnessed the continents di-
viding and learned to co-exist with 
predatory mammals and birds. 

Like other species on this planet, 
amphibians are threatened by large-scale 
habitat alteration and destruction. Log-
ging old growth forests, compacting soil, 
draining wetlands, damming rivers, clear-
ing streamside vegetation, diverting 
creeks, and depleting water tables all take 
a heavy toll. Then there is the pollution: 
acid rain lowers pH levels in streams and 
has been documented as killing frogs and 
salamanders in Europe and USA. Pesti-
cides, herbicides and heavy metals can kill 
larvae and have other ill effects on am-
phibians. Introduction ofexotic game fish 
and non-native frogs to pristine habitats 
has caused competition and predation 
leading to extinctions. 

However, other extinctions have taken 
place in seemingly pristine areas. Higher 
levels ofultraviolet radiation penetrating 
the Earth's dwindling ozone layer may be 
the cause. New research shows that UV-
B radiation - one of the most damaging 
forms of ultraviolet radiation - kills the 
eggs of some species but leaves others 
unharmed. Scientists Blaustein and Hays, 
already knew that UV radiation damages 
DNA, and that an enzyme called 
photolyase can repair this damage. They 
measured levels ofthe enzyme in the eggs 
of ten species of frogs, and found that 
disappearing species have much lower 
levels of photolyase than non-threatened 
ones. They also tested susceptibility to 
UV radiation directly, by placing three 
clumps ofeggs from each species in water 
where they would naturally be laid. One 
clump was covered with a UV filter, the 
second with a control screen and the third 
left in the sun. Results showed that with 
threatened species, more of their eggs  

survived when the UV radiation was 
blocked out, in contrast, eggs of a non-
threatened species were not damaged by 
sunlight. 

Amphibians are critical elements of 
natural diversity, often constituting the 
highest vertebrate biomass in aquatic eco-
systems Their disappearance means the 
loss of a major food source for fish, birds 
and mammals. They are themselves carni-
vores, being some of the most important 
consumers of insects and small verte-
brates - which can proliferate unnaturally 
in their absence, causing ecosystem im-
balance. Feeding on a large variety of 

buggy creek nutive 
640 	wildflower nursery 

plants for 
landscaping 
windscreens 

/ and wood tots 

BELLINGEN MARKETS 
3rd Saturday each month 

or by arrangement 

cohn - broadfoot (066) 551335 

animals on the food chain below them, 
they are good measures of air, water and 
soil quality. That's one reason why so 
many scientists consider amphibians the 
best indicators of global environmental 
health. There's good reason for alarm - 
the recent global amphibian decline indi-
cates far more than an amphibian prob-
lem, or an ecosystem problem. It is telling 
us that the planet as a whole is being 
stressed to the point where it can no 
longer sustain entire classes of species. 
Sources: New Scie,,iisi, 5 Marc/i 94. 
World Rainforest Reporl No 27, Feb 94 

Leslie Mclnnes 

48 Jellico St 
Macksville 
NSW 2447 

W Phone:-
(065) 681667 
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Nambucca Council 
reveals poisons list 

J
n July 1993. the Toxin Action group 
wrote to the Nambucca Shire Coun-
cil requesting a list of all chemicals 
used liv them and their applications 

anu quantities used Included were: fuels, 
c eaners. pesticides, fungicides, herbi- 

and chemicals used in water and 
sewerage treatments. They were also 
asiceu to describe the methods ofdisposal 
ot criemical containers and residues. 

This information was needed so that 
J could compile a data base of the 
Uistnhution and use of chemicals within 
I be mid north coast region. This data base 
wi be in the interest ofcommunity health 
ano intormation will he available to all 
interested persons 

The information was supplied by 
Council, and included lists of herbicides 
used in 'noxious plant control and rates 
of their application. but not the amounts 
used per annum. Five herbicides only are 
listed as used: Amicide 500, Frenock, 
Grazon DS, Bromicide 200, Roundup. 
Amounts of fuels, oils and cleaners used 
per annum were given The cleaners were 
not detailed as to their ingredients. so  
further investigation would be needed to 
put their chemicals on the data base 

The public water supply has three 
chemicals added Ilydrated Lime at 80kg 
per day. Sodium Silicofluoride at 6kg per 
day, and Chlorine gas at 1.5kg per day, 

Disposal ofthe bags having contained 
Sodium silicotluoride is by burning, chlo- 

rine gas containers are returnable to the 
source, Sodium hydroxide (sewage addi-
tive I litre/day) containers are triple rinsed, 
punctured and then put in landfill. No 
other information was given. 

TAG also requested Council to look 
at taking part in its Pesticide Reduction 
Program which is a voluntary program 
for Councils to reduce their use ofpesti-
cides in the interests of public health and 
safety. This was rejected at Council's 
meeting of April 21. [For more details of 
the PRP see Environs Oct/Nov 1993, 
page 7] 
for more information con/ac'!: 
Ms li//ian ('runny, 
loxin Action group Inc. Po Box 410, 
i)orrigo 2453. 

'4. v?ii Extrem—ist 
Argument 

tim 3,I/u,m. 

J
i is often argued that 
V% nen confronted w ith an 
issue, the best way is 
mat of the middle, that 

it extremes are to he avoided 
i ins argument always sounds 

easonabte perhaps be-
,ause t'the bad connotations 

ne ord ' extreme'' Let's 
hae a took at a hypothetical 
issue and see what the effect 
cm taKing the middle position 
might nave 

An area ot'wilderness corn-
orising lOOt) hcctares of rain-
rorest conies underthreat from 
a developer who wishes to 
nuild a resort A local "action 
committee is fonned that op-
iose all development on the 
erounds that there is hardly 
any rainforest left in the coun-
mr and that the native animals 
in the forest need the l)eculiar 
conditions there for their sur- 

vival. The developer argues 
that he only wishes to use 500 
hectares ofthe forest and that 
he will ensure that,the remain-
ing 500 hectares is left un-
touched. Indeed, lie proposes 
to prohibit any movement of 
persons or vehicles into the 
area The issue conies to a boil 
with various actions taken by 
the local environmentalists 
who are referred to as 

greenies" by the press and 
the developer 

After a series of actions 
and acrimonious exchanges in 
the local press, a retired Su-
preme Court Barrister and re-
spected local offers his services 
as a mediator. He proposes 
that a middle course he taken. 
His plan is to allow only low 
level development in the for-
est and confine it to hall' the 
area proposed by the devel- 

oper. Under his plan 750 hec-
I ares will be saved. The devel-
oper somewhat begrudgingly 
accepts the "compromise" 
and the local action commit-
tee is forced to concede. The 
"extremes" are sacrificed for 
the middle way which is seen 
as .fai  and reasonable" 

Time passes. The country 
around the forest gradually 
changes from an agricultural 
area to a mosaic of smaller 
holdings which includes tour -
ist amenities, small alternative 
businesses and housing subdi-
visions. Most of the people 
involved in the original dis-
pute have died or retired. A 
new management company 
has purchased the rainforest 
resort and decides that the fa-
cilities need upgrading and 
expansion to accommodate the 
increasingly numerous and  

more sophisticated tourists.. 
They propose to develop an-. 
other 250 hectares of the for-
est. Again a local group is 
formed to stop them. again a 
respected member ofthe com-
munity steps in to find a ' 'mid-
dleway" and 125 hectares of 
the forest is lost 

Without labouring the is-
sue it isobousthattheentire 
forest is eventually lost, or at 
the most, such a small remnant 
remains that the floraand fauna 
confined to it become extinct 
anyway. The reasonable mid-
dle way becomes one of the 
extremes. THIS CAN HAP-
PEN ON ANY ISSUE. 
DON'T COMPROMISE. 
,li,n Williams is a member of 
the Byron Environme,it 
Ceiltre l,,c. 
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CONTAMINATED LANDS AUTHORITY ENDORSES: 

Community 
'Right to Know' 

A
t a recent public forum held in 
Coffs Harbour (23/3/94) the 
Contaminated Agricultural 
Land Management Advisory 

Committee (CALMAC), discussed 
aspects of classification, notation and 
disclosure of intbrmation relating to land 
which was possibly contaminated" or 
"contaminated'". Members of the 
community were invited to put forward 
their ideas or questions about the issues 
raised by the committee. The community 
was well represented at the meeting with 
people from the Banana Growers, farmers 
groups, ColTs Harbour, Bellingen, Kalang, 
and Nambucca Environment Centres, 
Toxin Action Group Inc, North Coast 
Environment Council, a developer, and 
other private farmers and concerned 
citizens. 

The only environment representative 
on CALMAC, Mr Don Want, represent-
ingthe NCEC, was pleased that CALMAC 
publicly endorsed the communities' 
"Right to Know" via the disclosure of 
information relating to contamination of 
land, and he suggested a similar model as 
the Queensland system for disclosure be 
adopted. 

Toxin Action Group Inc has called on 
CALMAC to adopt a Protocol for Com-
niunity Participation on this issue, as rec-
ommended by Professor Ben Selinger, 
Chairman of the National Registration 
Authority. This would prevent this single 
public forum from being seen as provid-
ing adequate community consultation and 
participation, especially considering that 

Carty&Co 
Solicitors 

Suite 12, 
Old Bellingen Chambers ,ohn Carty B.Ec., LL.B 
1A Oak StreetVivien Carty BA, LL.B 
B&lingen NSW 2454 TeL 066 551 377 
O Box 356 Fax: 066 552 633 

the Draft Report, soon 
to be prepared by 
CALMAC, may well 
become incorporated 
into a model for use 
right across the whole 
of NSW. 

One idea put 
forward from the 
•roxin Action Group, 
received mixed 
support from within 
CALMAC. It was the suggestion that 
Australia adopt a similar system as the 
USA in setting a 'contaminant level goal'. 
This idea ofsetting two levels - one being 
the current threshold level currently set as 
acceptable by the National Medical Health 
and Research Council, and the other - the 
maximum contaminant level goal - being 
set in accordance with the latest medical 
and environmental fate data determined 
for each chemical, would help to provide 
an 'optimal goal' for remediation 
techniques. This system would reflect in 
policy, consideration of and support for 
the "precautionary principle", and 
"intergenerational equity", which 
Australia had agreed to strive towards 
when it signed the International Agreement 
ofthe Environment" It would also show 
that it takes seriously the latest research 
done by the US National Research Council 
- the research arm of the National Acad-
emy of Science, Report July '93 of which 
recommends that extra measures are 
needed to be introduced to protect children 
from pesticide exposures. The current 
Acceptable Daily Intake (ADI) levels for 
children do not as yet incorporate the 
risks posed to children from the 
accumulation or synergism of chemicals 
from non-food sources eg: from soil & 
water & air & indoor surfaces & 
environment as well as from food. 

Other concerns raised by the commu-
nity were: 
• The procedure of using composite sam-
pling to determine contamination levels 
at the first stage of sampling. 
• The notation and lack of continued 
monitoring proposed for "remediated 
sites". 

• The lack of discussion on the implica-
tions of the different methods of 
remediation. 
• The option of alternative land uses for 
"low-level" contaminated land, includ-
ing open space and playing fields. 
• The big issue ofwho pays for remediation 
was briefly dealt with by the EPA. 

Generally, I believe, the onus is on the 
owner of the property to pay for 
remediation if the contaminant begins to 
move off site, or if he or she wishes to 
develop or consider rezoning the site. The 
owner must pay for remediation in these 
circumstances, and then may choose to 
redress this situation if he/she can prove 
that the polluter was someone else, or a 
Department whose advice was followed 
which resulted in the contamination. The 
onus is on the owner to take these legal 
challenges to court to try and gain com-
pensation for the costs they may have to 
pay to the EPA to "remediate'' a site. 
Legal Aid will be essential for some mdi-
viduals to afford a court challenge and 
achieve compensation they may well be 
entitled to. 

The Public Interest Advocacy Centre 
(PIA(') has funding from the Law Foun-
dation of NSW to develop a legislative 
package for "Community Right to 
Know". It is hoped CALMAC will send 
a copy to the PIAC. oftheir recommenda-
tions for community "Right to Know" 
relating to contaminated agricultural land, 
for incorporation into the appropriate 
legislation now being drafted. 
written by Ms ,Jillian ('ran,ij'. Secre-
tary, / bxin Action (iroup Inc. 
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No Ocean Ou tfall 
ANYWHERE! 

T
he issue of an 
ocean outfall at 
Look-At-Me-
Now Headland 

has brewed, percolated and 
erupted like an angry volcano 
since 1987, the issue of sew-
age for the Northern Beaches 
even longer. 

Coalition Against Ocean 
Outfails inc. has made a brave 
and principled stand. "No 
Ocean outfall at Look-At-Me-
Now-Headland. No ocean 
outfall anywhere." 

In a battle that has raged 
for seven years many truths 
have revealed themselves: 
there are better environmental 
and economic solutions than 
ocean outfalls: that our sew-
age infrastructure is chained 
to the dinosaur of engineering 
technology, and that the New 
South Wales Public Works 
Department is jealously pro-
tecting that monopoly: that 
wetlands. microfiltration, ef 
fluent recycling, decentralised 
village schemes are not only 
more environmentally and so-
cially accountable, but are far 
more economically sound. 

Water is a valuable re-
source, our environment is our 
life support system, ocean 
outfalls abuse both these con-
cerns, forcing us to dam more 
rivers, to waste more water 
and to discharge that water 
into our marine environment. 

Look-At-Me-Now Head-
land is adjacent to the Moonee 
Reserve and the most highly 
protected beach in New South 
wales. The proposed outfall 
would dump into the Solitary 
islands Marine Reserve an area 
of an enormous variety of fish 
species and marine biota, a 
special place, a genuinely 
unique place. It is a place of 
recognised heritage signiui- 

cance to the local Aboriginal 
community. If they can con-
struct an ocean outfall at Look-
At-Me-Now, they can 
construct an outfall anywhere. 
it is an abomination to the 
ocean and to the headland. 

In 1989 an estimated 7000 
people marched against the 
proposed outfall at Look-At-
Me-Now Headland. in 1991 
the pecple of Emerald Beach 
fought at the barricades to 
defend work on this headland 
Close to 300 people were ar-
rested, some of them charged 
undertne Crimes Act. In 1993 
an estimated 3000 people 
joined hands from one beach 
(Shelly's), around Look-At-
Me-Now Headland to Moonee 
Beach on the other side in a 
statement of commitment at 
the "Rally at Noon" Thou-
sands of dollars have been 
spent righting for this head-
land ir: court cases, and still 
the New South Wales Gov-
ernment, the Coils Harbour 
CityCouncil, the Public Works 
Department and their band of 
hired consultants persevere 
trying to force this outthll down 
the throat ofan unwilling pub-
lic and an unwilling ocean. 

In spite of obvious physi-
cal, social and economic hard-
ships, the people of Emerald 
Beach and their supporters 
have vowed to fight on. They 
have taken on the bureaucratic 
and political giants of New 
South Wales. They have not 
tlinched in their resolve. Sup-
I)ort them. Join them in their 
fight. Put an end to ocean 
outfai s, at LookAt-Me-Now 
Headland, everywhere and 
forever. 
from: Cr A/ph Williams 
for Coalition Agaiiisl Ocean 
Ouffalls Inc and 
Prie,ids of Look-Al-Me-No w 

SAVE 
LOOK-AT-M E-NOW 

HEADLAND 

STOP OCEAN OUTFALLS 

THE HEADLAND is of ECOLOGICAL, 
ABORIGINAL, SURFING & RECREATIONAL 
significance, 20km north of Coffs Harbour in 
the Solitary Island Marine Reserve. This is the 
proposed site of the local Council's and Dept 
of Planning's THIRD OCEAN OUTFALL ..... 

IT MUST BE STOPPED! 

THE STRUGGLE has been waged by 
residents and supporters from many parts of 
Australia for over 8 years in order to preserve 
it from desecration by the Council and its 
backers.... 

THERE ARE ENVIRONMENTALLY 
ACCEPTABLE ALTERNATIVES! 

We will continue to fight and 
WE NEED YOUR HELP 

Become a "Friend of Look-At-Me-Now" 
Patron:Mr Ian Kiernan, OAM. 

Send a donation of $20 or more and 
receive an information kit, regular updates 
and our (and the future's) grateful thanks. 
Any donation no matter how small will help 

maintain the fight. COME & JO1N US 
Send donations to: 

COALJTIONAGAINST 
OCEAN OUTFALLS Inc. 

57 Dammerel Cr, Emerald Beath, NSW 2456. Ph: (06) 561 043 
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The views of the Special Commis-
sioner Bob Graham, expressed in his 
Minority Report, in calling for commit-
nient to changing attitudes, behaviours 
and practices and recommending tangible 
actions and identifying clear management 
tasks are supported. Mr Grahatn's recog-
nition that coastal resources don't need 
management, but rather people's use of 
coastal resources do, is welcomed. 

The Final Report of the RAC Coastal 
Inquiry, and its 69 recommendations, 
cannot be allowed to languish on the shelf 
unaddressed. RAC's report cannot be-
come the 29th coastal inquiry report which 
has failed to effect change in coastal 
management! 

('oncern was expressed that national 
action on integrated coastal zone man-
agement must go flirther than the prepa-
ration ofan agreed set ofobjectives The 
use of enforceable standards is preferred 
to the suggested reliance on "guidelines" 

IA copy of the RAC's report is 
available in the NVCA office. Further 
comment on the Report is welconied.\ 
Write to: Diane Tarte National Coor-
dinator. Marine & Coastal Commu-
nity Network, P0 Box 49, Moorooka, 
QId 4105.1. 
I'rom: WA I 'ES I oil No2 April 1994 
The Nevsheei of the Marine & ('oasial 
( 'o,nn,nnitr Netis'ork 

eiwirois, the north ca,a; en?irrnnent ;ngazine 

T he height of' hypocrisy is 
how the President of the 
North Coast Environment 
Council described the pro- 

posal of State Forests to encourage the 
rescue of Glossy Black Cockatoos and 
similar hollow-nesting birds. 

Mr Parkhouse was commenting on 
a proposal broadcast on the ABC Mid 
North Coast radio on May tO whereby 
State Forests are arranging for people 
to collect eggs or chicks which may be 
found and forward them for rearing and 
breeding in Canberra. 

The greatest threat to the survival of 
these birds, such as the Glossy Black 

State 
Forests 
Hypocri*sy 
Cockatoo, Sooty and Powerful Owls, 
Yellow tailed Black Cockatoo is the de-
struction of their habitat, including their 
nesting sites. 

The recent determination of the 
Kempsey-Wauchope management areas 
EIS has targeted much of the remaining 
old growth forest for logging It is the 
large and old trees found in such forests 
that provide the nesting hollows for many 
ofthe endangered species that are unique 
to Australia. 

But it is not only the old growth forest 
being destroyed, we have seen areas of 
Casuarina forest, the main food trees of 
the Glossy Black Cockatoo, bulldozed by 

State Forests to be replaced by Blackbutt. 
Because the forests have been 

overcut for years, and in the case of parts 
of the Kempsey and Urunga manage-
ment Areas, still being overcut, the State 
Forests are finding it more and more 
difficult to find the riniber that their 
political masters have promised. There-
fore forests are being cut far more inten-
sively than in the early days, and wildlife 
is suffering. 

State Forests need to do two things 
to help wildlife: 
•refrain fiorn cutting old growth forests 

particularly in the better soil areas 
• improve the extent and cover oftheir 
wildlife corridors and filter strips in the 
regrowth forests. 

These measures will lead to some 
loss oftiniber resources but these losses 
are going to occur later at the present 
rate of cutting. 
from: i'n'v Pczrkho,ise, N( 'EC Inc 

Coastal Inq'uiry Finished 
A t their annual conference held 

in Coffs Harbour 18-2 I March 
1994, representatives of envi-
ronment centres and conserva- 

tion councils from across Australia agreed 
to the following response to the Final 
Report ofthe Resource Assessment Com-
mission's Coastal Enquiry.  

The central thrust of the RAC's Final 
Report, with its emphasis on developing 
a National Coastal Action Plan, was en-
dorsed. However, the Report's recom-
mendations were thought to not go far 
enough in addressing the urgency or de-
tail required for much improved national 
coastal zone management. 

0I £  

DORRIG  I 
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(065) 68-7826 
SHOP 7 NAMBUCCA PLAZA 
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R E E N 	E W S 

Convenient 

Definitions 

T he State Forests' definition of rain-
forest is at odds with accepted mod- 

ern scientific definitions and reftises to 
acknowledge the rainforest status of ar-
eas which contain rainforest understorey 
but which are dominated in the upper 
canopy by emergent Brush Box or Euca-
lypts 
fro,n: Big Scrub Newsletter No.58 

US Government 

Recycles Paper 

U nder orders from President Clinton, 
all US Federal agencies will he using 

recycled paper where possible. This is 
despite intense lobbying from the Ameri-
can paper industry, understandably, as 
the US government is the single largest 
paper purchaser in the world. 
fran, : i'hain Reaction iVo. 70 

Reverse 

Photocopying 

machine which converts photocop- 
ies back to blank paper is being 

developed by the Japanese company 
Ricoh. The 'recycle copier" works on 
most documents produced by photocopi-
ers. laser printers and plain paper fax 
machines, allowing paper to be reused up 
to ten times without the need for recy-
cling 
horn: Sew Sc/enlist " /908 

Fire Damage Report 

J anuar Bush±lres' damage report for 
State Forests: 
On the north coast of NSW from 

Kempsey to the border, there were 46 
tires in State Forests, affecting an area of 
102,000 hectares. 

On the centi'al coast from Kempsey to 
Sydney, there were 33 fires, about 24.000 
hectares burnt, including 100 ha of euca-. 
lypt plantation near Morisset. 

Overall, only 14% of State Forests 
were affected by crown fires (ie, fires that 
are hot enough to reach up to the tops of 
the trees) 
from: Ansi l,,i',,v,,rnet,I Review, J , 'oI 9, 
No 1 .krn '94 

E nvironmentallv, it is important to 
liberate one'of'the earth's friendliest 

plants - namely Hemp. Hemp is superla-
tive in making paper of all grades and in 
maintaining land care Hemp does not 
need weedicides, pesticides, or heavy Let'-
tilising whilst its deep roots restore soil 
structure and aeration and it is ideal for 
rotatiOn cropping. Hemp fibre is longer 
and stronger than cotton fibre, can be 
made from almost the entire plant and 
makes a wide range ofclot h from the most 
durable to the finest. Who wouldn't want 
to find an alternative to the cotton indus-
try rather than watch the slow destruction 
of the Murray-Darling river basin" 
from: Help I'ncl it far, jiia,ici Prohibi -
tion. P() Box / 77, Nimbi,, 

Fluoride Poisons 

F luoridation is raneomisea uncon-
trolled mass medication that violates 

the civil liberties of every man, woman 
and child Its sole purpose is not to treat 
the water, but to treat the consumer for 

tooth disease", a term coined by den-
tists to describe tooth decay.... 

A number of studies have shown a 
significant increase in hip fracture rates in 
elderly people living in artificially fluori-
dated areas as opposed to non-fluori-
dated areas 1992 estimates indicate a 
30% increase in hip fractures in women 
over 65 and a 40% increase in men over 
70 Fractures, however, are not the only 
adverse effect of fluoride on bones. A 

mour) in young males under 20 living in 
fluoridated areas. This was confirmed in 
1992 when a sttidy from New Jersey 
showed similar results - that young white 
males under 20 have an 8-fold greater 
chance of developing osteosarcoma if 
they live in a fluoridated area, 
from: Australian I' Iuoridaiioii News 
Jan feb '94 

Plastic into Oil 
T he Nippon Steel corporation of Ja-

pan has built a factory to recycle 
plastic into oil. The plant has a capacity of 
5,000 tonnes per annum and its conver-
sion rate to oil is 90% It is currently 
handling polyethylene, polystyrene and 
polypropylene. 
from Ihe l)cu/v Planet March '94 

stuoy irom iowa auu 3UdL11U, puutIItu 

Hemp for Papër'"on 199 I, showed a significant increase in 
osteosarcoma (a very malignant bone tu- 

tcr 
 collective 

N E W S L k T T 

HeIp preserve rainforest in your area 

Become a member, and receive a 
quarterly newsletter with heaps of 
information on regeneration & seeds 
for sale 

tSend subscription to: 
Rainforest Seed Collective 
PMB Bellingen NSW 2454. 
or phone (066) 55-2233 

Yearly Subscripttion 
$12 or $8 low income 

Vicki Lewis 
0.App. Sc. (Ac 

•)Acupuncture 
( 

+Chinese herbs 	. 

PHONE (065 68 9936 

1st F.00R, 25 BOWIRA STREET 
NAMBUCCA HEADS NSW 2448 
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NEVER MMD THE OzoNE LAYER 

business is business 

T
he Montreal Protocol was an 
international treaty designed 
to protect the ozone layer, 
right? Well not quite. What 

the treaty is really about is managing 
trade. 

When it was mooted, the chemical 
companies said we would love to stop 
destroying the ozone layer - especially if 
we can make more profits on safer chemi-
cals - but you are going to have to make 
rules that ensure we all phase Out the old 
chemicals at the same time, and none ofus 
gets an unfair advantage. The treaty was 
designed to create a "level playing field" 
which makes it profitable for companies 
not to destroy a vital bit of the planet. 

Does this sound cynical'? Perhaps - 
but it's the only way to get results in an 
age of free trade. Economists regard the 

ozone layer as an "externality" because 
it lies outside the cash economy. If you 
want to save it - or rainforest or coral reefs 
or even the global climate - you have to 
make saving it worthwhile on corporate 
balance sheets. The dates for phasing out 
ozone-destroying chemicals weren't cho-
sen because they were the best for the 
ozone layer, but to allow manufacturers 
time to change their chemicals while mak-
ing a profit. 

Alas, now that the deadline is very 
near, the temptation to make a bit more 
than their fair share is proving too much  

for some companies. Some traders supply 
a healthy black market for desperate CFC 
users who haven't bought their new tech-
nology yet. Unfortunately shenanigans 
are to be expected. Free markets will 
always be full ofwily dealers ready to pull 
a fast one. European and UN negotiators 
need to have a lot more savvy when they 
are trying to make the market work to 
save the planet. The General Agreement 
on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) countries 
are trying to write environmental exter-
nalities - and the ones involving labour 
rights - into the global bible of free trade. 
Given how hard that has been for the 
relatively simple task of replacing a few 
ozone-destroying chemicals, we hope they 
will set up a strict and independent watch-
dog. After all, business is business. 
from.' New Scientist 19 3 94 

Plantation 
Tiber ...must try harder 

A ustralia may be the 
home of the gum 
tree but the world 
has stolen the lead 

in growing them for money, a 
CSIRO scientist has warned. 

Dr Ken Eldridge, of the 
CSIRO's division of Forestry, 
said there were as many as 5 
million hectares of eucalypt 
plantations in Brazil, South 
Africa, Spain and Portugal. 

But Australia had only 
125,000 hectares of plaitta-
tions. In 1992-93, Australia 
imported $2.4 billion worth of 
timber products, "most of 
which we could grow here if 
we invested a great deal more 
in plantations". 

Dr Eldridge said Austral- 

ians should be encouraged to 
create plantations, warning 
that although we had 40 thil-
lion hectares of eucalypt for-
ests, environmental pressures 
would make harvest harder. 

One of four scientists who 
have written a new technical 
book, "Eucalypt Domestica-
tion and Breeding", Dr 
Eldridge said many countries 
short of wood had discovered 
that Australia's eucalypts 
could be grown relatively 
quickly to make everything 
from fine paper to quality hard-
wood furniture. 

South Africa found the 
fastest growing trees and the 
most profitable for plantations 
are eucalypts,' ' he said. It used  

the timber to prop up its 
goldmines and to sell as sawn 
timber. 

"Brazil grows the flooded 
gums, from northern NSW for 
pulp and paper and for char-
coal to burn instead of coal in 
its steel industry." 

Spain and Portugal grew 
Tasmanian blue gums and river 
red gums to produce quality 
pulp and paper. 

Eucalypt plantations pro-
duced about 20 tonnes of tim-
ber per hectare per year, but a 
forest produced just one tonne 
per hectare per year. There is 
a catch. Establishing a euca-
lyptus plantation on existing 
land costs $1,000 to $2,000 a 
hectare. It takes 10 it 15 years  

to harvest wood for pulp, and 
much longer for sawn timber. 
However, Australia still leads 
the world in eucalypts re-
search. 

"We are the world custo-
dians of the gene pool," Dr 
Eldridge said. A big debate 
is coming on whether we 
should share it as freely as we 
have in the past. A lot of peo-
pie are cranky, saying we are 
doing the wrong thing in ex-
porting it. To some extent, the 
bird has flown the coop, be-
cause they have got a lot of 
our genetic resources in the 
past 200 years." 
by Richard Macey, Scie,,ce 
Writer, Sydney Morning 
Herald, 293:94 
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GA.T...nothing democratic here 
T

he conclusion ofthe Uruguay 
Round ofihe GATT negotia-
tionsbythe United States and 
the European Community 

(now the European Union), with 115 
countries as bystanders, is seen by some 
as the end of the world, white others hail 
it as the coming oft he Kingdom ot'Heaven 
On a less apocalyptic note, it marks the 
end ofa substantial, and once promising, 
historical era it is, in fact, nothing more 
than the logical conclusion to four centu-
ries of mercaritilisni and its successor. 
capitalism: a bookmark at the end Of four 
centuries of European ('ivilisation. 

This is not to say that the whole 
process was ineitable the Canadian-
US trade deal, the North American trade 
deal. and now the (IAT'i' have all been 
willfully created and executed by a hand-
ful of people makinil deliberate choices 

Of course that is not the way these 
deals have been presented to the rest of 
us, but that is another matter We are not 
talking about democracy here, we are 
talking about trade and about how the 
husines of' capital is carried on 

It all began -- or this episode in world 
histor at least -- with the breakdown of 
E-uropeanfeudalism the Renaissance and 
the Reformation elevated reason above 
faith and encouraged the questioning of 
arbitrar\ authority. I'he rise 01 commerce 
and the gradual accumulations of wealth. 
in niobilecapital ratherthan in land, eroded 
the tbundationsofthc feudal order As my 
university text hook put it 

''By the dawn of the modern arie. a 
rie type of wealth was already in exist-
CflLC. while a ne technique t'oi handling 
it and a new attitude toward its use ere 
in the making l'his new wealth was money 
wealth Men [sic] discovered the potentt-
alitiesol'capital and the truth ofthe axiom 
that money can make money Business 
men were beginning to think in terms 0!' 

investment of capital and to aim at the 
accumulation of protit rather than at the 
acquisition of a mere living 

l'he rulers of Europe soon realised 
the extent to 1AhICh their own powem, or 
that of the state. depended on the pros-
perilv of the capitalist business men, and 
with that realisation they began con-
sciously to promote the interests ot'capi-
tal lIthe rulems ofthe European states 
realised their need of a prosperous busi-
ness class, the capitalist merchants and 
manufacturers realised as clearly their 

o neither the 
transnational 

structures... nor the 
wa they have 

been created are 
democratic 

need of a strong state government (A 
Survey of European Civilisation, 1952) 

ihe GA'I'T agreement has brought to 
an end this interdependency ol'capital and 
the nation state that has chai'acterised 
European Civilisatiori f'or more than three 
centuries In the new GAT'r Age, the 
nation state becomes theout -and-out serv-
ant of capital housekeeper and police 
The corporation itself has already u rider-
cone the metamorphosis ft om national to 
transnationat (It never was multinational) 

DEMOCRACY 
Ohiously neither the transnational 

structures now being cemented into place 
nor the was' they have been created are 
democratic. But historically, as now, the 
noble philosophy of democracy has been 
used to obscure what is really going on. 
breaking down the authority structures of 
prnces and prelates, and now parlia- 

ments, to replace them with the authority 
of The Market. 

It has always been one of the primary 
responsibilities of the modern state to 
control trade in the public interest. Now 
that capital has become tm'ansnational, 
even the functions t:lat had been the pre-
rottative ofnational. elected governments 
are rapidly being taken over by the 
transnational structures of'econon'nc gov-
ernance, such as the World Trade Organi-
sation (WTO) that is to replace the GA'l"l' 
secretariat 

In addition, the .ndirectly democratic 
organisations of' the United Nations 
(democratic in that membership in them is 
at least open to every member govern-
merit ofthe U. N.) are being marginalised. 
Their functions are being taken over by 
bodies that represent special interests, 
like the OECI) whic his composed only of 
western industrial states, or by the new 
WTO itself, as in the case of the World 
Intellectual Property Organisation. 

.Accordine to the Financial Times of 
London (16 1 12/93): The result isan aeree-
nient encompassing all i'ornis of intellec-
tual property that would strengthen and 
harnionise standaris of protection and 
provide l'or eftectie enforcement at na-
tional and international level Among its 
main featui'es are: Protection of patents 
for 20 years, regardless of place of'inven-
lion or whether products are imported or 
produced locally The main permitted 
exclusions would relate to animal and 
plant inventions and hiotechnolocical 
process for their production -- thus the 
agreement does nt require patents on 
lit'e. i'het'e wiLl also be strict Limits on 
compulsory licens'.ng of patented prod-
ucts. All these rules will have to he 
implemented in national legislation 

The rigid protection of intellectual 
property rights shich, as state-granted 
monopoly rights, are the antithesis of'free 
trade) stands in stark contrast to the total 
lack of any mention of environmental 
protection or standards While many of 
the patties to the GAll' agreement signed 
on to the Rio E)eclaration on the environ-
merit, including ('anada, any commitment 
to deal ith crucial environmental issues 
must now take second place, at least. to 
the more businesslike issues of global 
trade 

The ries world order that was ongi-
nally conceived at Bretton Woods in 1944 
has now been achieved, and the WT() will 

June/July 1994. page 10 



rs In the new GAIT Age, the 
Nation State becomes the out- 

and-out servant of capital: 
housekeeper and police 

environs, the north coast environment magazine 

take its long awaited place alongside the 
World Bank and the l\IF at the helm of 
global capital The United Nations will be 
demoted to a custodial function cleaning 
up the garbage. lookinu after the environ-
ment and worrying about the kids and 
public health. 

AGRICULTURE 
Just as the GATT agreement to which 

Canada has consented, marginalises the 
United Nations, it eliminates those do-
mestic structures designed to serve inter-
ests other than simply those of capital, 
such as the supply management market-
ing hoards governing ('anadian dairy and 
poultry production and distribution. 

These marketing hoards were estab-
lished in the 1960s   and early 70s to pro-
vide sonic protection and stability for 
farmers in the face of'thc rising power of 
the large corporations they had to deal 
with in the marketplace. The supply man-
agement system was founded on the rec-
ognition that thousands of individual 
farmers producing highly perishable com-
modities are virtually powerless when 
faced with a handful of powerful buyers 
who can shop elsewhere or simply wait 
until the eggs are about to rot. In this 
respect the farmers whose labour is em-
bedded in the commodities they produce 
are similar to industrial workers, and sup-
ply management marketing boards to 
unions. 

U nfortunatelv, the supply manage-
ment marketing boards, which were cre-
ated, as we have seen, to protect farmers 
from the ravages ofthe corporate sector, 
have themselves become part ofthe larger 
problem of industrial agriculture. 

In their comnlitment to the ideology 
ot'Progress and, to quote an old DuPont 
slogan. ''better living through chentis-
try" -- in this case. fertilisers. agro-tox-
ins, and drugs -- the marketing boards 
have continually speeded up the technol-
ogy treadmill They reward those ho 
follow the high-tech, capital-intensive 
production model while penalising, and 
driving out, those who choose to farm in 
a less intensive, more ecological fashion. 
They hae done this by basing their cost-
of'production pricin k)rmolaS on the 
average costs ofthe top 75-80% of their 
producers. Those who fall in the bottom 
200,o or so by design are then systemati-
cally pushed out, or at least down. 

It is the ideolog uJ'iiidustrial agiicul-
ture which underlies this approach 
Moreover, as a result of its blind ohedi-
enceto the dictates of Science and Tech-
nolog N and its eagerembrace ofthe dogma  

of economic efficiency, industrial agricul-
ture as a whole has become the tool of 
transnational capital rather than the pro-
visioner of ecoiogicaliy produced healthy 
food. 

Nowhere is this clearer than in the 
absence of debate about Bovine Growth 
Hormone (BGH). sometimes referred to 
asBSf,orhovinesornatotropin Sixvears 
ago the Ontario Milk Marketing Board, 
for example, ':ould have encouiaged its 
members to debate the implications and 
desirability of this type of technology 
rather than deliberately attempt I no to keep 
its inenibers n ignorance and making 
available only the drug pushers propa-
ganda The OMMB, or any other similar 
jurisdiction, could have fiumtded a substan-
tial study on :he social, ecological and 
economicconscquencesol adopting every 
new technology cieated by the corl)orate 
sector in its search for profits Instead, the 
OMMI3 has ciinsen to spend $200,000 
and to hire a ne staftmemberto work on 
new products, packaging and marketing 
Eventodaya Milk Marketing Board could 
seize the advantage in the marketplace, in 
the face of the (.i,'TT agreement, by 
declaring that t te•vill not allo%k BCiI-{ to 
be used in Ontario whether ii is licensed or 
not This woulc gain the marketing board  

instant public support as well as being 
their best defence against cheap milk be-
ing imported from the U S 

It is not just BGH, howe er The 
technology treadmill has afflicted all pro-
duction agriculture with its fetish of 
Progress and Productivity 13(iH is iust 
the latest technoloe' that the farmers 
have been told they have to adopt or risk 
being left behind in the competition But 
the competition for what' The eark 
adopters' of new technology as they are 
called. may get ahead temporarily. but as 
soon as the teclmnoiott'' is widely adopted. 
there is no longer an adantagc, and 
everyone is simply running faster to stay 
in the sante place 

'T'his is hardly what I would call 'ciii-
ciencv', since neither farm incomes nor 
the nutritional quality of' the food ha e 
gone up as a result of' being more eth-
cient' Nor has mncreasimigis efficietit 
commodity production resulted in e' erv 
one being adequately fed On the Con-
trary, there are more malnourished and 
hungry people than ever 

A diversified dairy faint that grows it 
own feed can be ecologmcali sound and 
may even be certified organic, hut the 
milk it produces has to he sold, tinder the 
rules of' the marketing board, as generic 
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GATT (cont) 

milk. The same thing holds for poultry, 
unless you have few enough birds, whether 
for meat or eggs, to remain outside of 
marketing board jurisdiction. 

SOLUTIONS? 
If the interests of the state and of 

capital have become inseparable, if not 
indistinguishable, then what can we do if 
we feel we are not being well served by 
their arrangements such as global trade 
deals? 

The answer to this is, in a sense, very 
simple: obey thegolden rule ofproximity. 
Produce for your community or bio-re-
gion, and eat within that area. Buy from 
someone you know, and produce for 
people you know. Deal with those you 
can see and speak to. This is the logic of 
farmers' markets and community shared 
agriculture (CSA). Start a local bakery, 
or even a local dairy. The more diversifi-
cation and localisation there are, the less 
capital and the state can touch you. In 
other words, build alternatives to the 
models offered by dominant culture 
and its structures of wealth and power. 

If what we are experiencing today 
around the world is the completion of an 
historical process initiated some four cen-
turies ago, then we should not expect to 
halt it at this point because we don't like 
one aspect of it by appealing to it in the 
name of reason or justice. When the train 
is loaded and underway at full speed, 
jumping up and standing on the tracks is 
not likely to be a successful act of sur-
vival. Or perhaps it would be more appro-
priate to suggest that stopping your car in 
the middle ofthe expressway at rush hour 
and getting out to protest at the speed and 
direction of the traffic is probably not as 
good a choice as heading for the next off-
ramp. 

lfwe take the off-ramp, wemight stop 
on the edge ofthe road along a corn field. 
The field is clean and neat right to the road 
verge. We observe the hybrid model, 
rooted in the same culture of domination 
as the expressway and free trade. But if 
we carry on, and turn down the conces-
sion road, we might find another field, this 
one smaller and less uniform, sheltered by 
trees and containing a mixture of grains. 
It is the open-pollinated model, on friendly, 
non-adversarial terms with its habitat 

Hybridisation is an ancient technique 
to select and breed different lines of the 
same plant in order to develop certain 
desirablecharacteristics. Inthemid-l930s, 
corn breeders started crossbreeding from 

' Buy from 
someone you 

know, 
I 

Produce for 
people you know., 

. 

Deal with those 
you can see and 

speak to. 

lines that were deliberately inbred in order 
to develop very specific traits. Because 
they were the result of crossing inbred 
lines, the resulting hybrid plants (11 
crosses) produced seeds that would not 
breed true, that is, reproduce reliably. 
Consequently, instead of being able to 
select the most desirable seeds from her 
crop for planting the next year, the fanner 
had to go back to the supplier and buy 
seed for planting. The justification for 
hybridisation of this sort is the claim of 
heterosis, or hybrid vigour. Hybrid seed 
generally sells for about five times as 
much as open-pollinated seed, which is 
seed that will breed true and reproduce 
desired characteristics year after year de-
pending on the fanners selection criteria. 
Open-pollinated seed also constantly un-
dergoes genetic changes as it interacts 
with its specific growing conditions and 
environment. 

In the hybrid model, nature is viewed 
as an adversary to be tamed, controlled, 
conquered. This requires violence at the 
very heart of the culture. The culture of 
hybrid seed defines its universe in com-
petitive terms, so that any other living 
plant in the same field is viewed as an 
enemy to be wiped out. In fact, virtually 
every other organism is viewed as a com-
petitor to be eliminated. It does not end 
there, however, fordiversity itselfis intol-
erable: every corn plant must be of uni-
form height, with the ears ofcorn on each 
plant at uniform heights and spacing and 
all maturing on exactly the same day. This 
is required by the industrial harvester. 
Being created by a culture that views 
Creation as an adversary, the crop is 
dependent on external supports, from 
irrigation to agro-toxins, and cannot even 
reproduce itself. The ultimate expression  

of this constructed dependency is the 
farmer having to buy new seed next sea-
son. This is progress. 

In contrast, the open-pollinated model 
depends on diversity for survival and lives 
in symbiotic relationship with a host of 
other plants and organisms. It may be 
regarded as less 'efficient' than the single-
minded hybrid, but then it can afford to be 
because it is not dependent on a lot of 
costly life-supports. Consequently it is 
able to tolerate diverse growing condi-
tions. It is more labour-intensive, but that 
means that the village is fl.ill of people 
rather than the machine shed being full of 
expensive imported machinery. 

The open-pollinated seed is the foun-
dation of an open-pollinated economy of 
self-reliance and abindance. The hybrid 
seed is the foundation of an economy of 
scarcity and compezition. Being also the 
expression ofa culture ofdomination, it is 
imperialistic, seekin.g to drive out open-
pollinated seed and its culture. 

Now we are faced with a choice: 
continue on Progress Expressway bor-
dered with fields of hybrid crops, or take 
the off-ramp into the diversity of open-
pollinated crops and cultures and self-
reliance. 
by Brewster Keen 
From The Ram 's Horn No.!! / Dec 
1993 (via l'egasus Network) 

Fungus may 
destroy DDT 

R
esearches from CSIRO Divi-
sion of Soils. Adelaide, are 
investigating what affect 
flooding and soil characteris- 

tics have on the mobility of DDT and 
Arsenic. This research is supported by 
DIPMAC, the body managing old cattle 
tick dip sites because the information 
will assist in their site management. 

Funding has ben provided by the 
NSW Environment Protection Author-
ity to assess cattle dip sites as well as 
other contaminated sites. Also, the NSW 
Agriculture Deparment is investigating 
the use of "white rot fungus" to clean 
up DDT contaminated soil at dip yards. 
This wood rotting fungus releases a 
chemical that breaks down the tough 
part ofwood and has been shown to also 
break down DDT, but it is unknown 
whether the arsenic present in those soils 
will prevent fungus activity. 
from: DipNews No3 Feb 1994 
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NSW Government Condones 
Wetland Destruction 

N
SW has lost approximately 
600/ of its coastal wetlands 
since European settlement. In 
the past 8 years over 5300 

hectares of land have systematically been 
removed from designated wetlands sta-
tus. 

State-Environmental Plannine Policy 
(SEPP) No 14 is a legally binding docu-
ment that was legislated to protect 
wetlands and although it does not pro-
hibit activities in designated wetlands, it 
does require that proposals he submitted 
for assessment by the public and local and 
state governments Failure to gain Coun-
cil consent and concurrence from the 
Director of the Department of Planning 
before developing a designated wetland 
can he prosecuted in court. 

However, the NSW Government has 
failed miserably to protect wetlands, to 
the contrary, the Minister for Planning 
has actively approved major tourist de-
velopments, golfcourses, draining and 
mitigation works and heavy mineral min-
ing in wetlands which have been pro-
posed on the north coast of NSW. fhe 
Minister has even been known to invite a 
developer to submit a new application to 
a development that had been rejected by 
two inquiries! 

Whatever the scheme, approval is 
forthcoming and if restrictions like Re-
gional or Local Environmental Plans get 
in the way, then there are always ways of 
amending these problems 

Since 1990 there have been 53 Envi-
i -orrmental Impact Statements prepared 
(list held) to destroy or effect wetlands on 
the NE NSW coast, all have been granted 
consent and a large number ofthese were 
retrospective consents 

Wetlands are often degraded deliber-
ately by illegal activities such as burning, 
clearing and tilling, to a degree that the  

values of the wetland are so compro-
mised, that many of the original values 
and plant species are lost. Once this has 
happened there appears to he no impedi-
ment to the removal from the SEPP 14 
policy and rezoning usually l'ollows. 

There are numerous examples where 
Courtcilsor government departments have 
requested the perpetrators to comply with 
the law or create rehabilitation pro-
grarnmes, but have failed to achieve any 
action - a few examples follow. 
• extensive works in wetland 385, 
Nambucca, no action. 
• draining of wetland 494, Hastings, no 
action. 
• clearing of wetland 436, Kempsey, no 
action 
• clearing and burning of wetland 631 a, 
Great Lakes, no action 

It is imperative that a concerted effort 
by the environment movement, and pub-
lic interest groups apply themselves to 
stopping the destruction of our coastal 
(and inland) wetlands 
PLEASE WRITE immediately to vour 
local members of'Parliament. the Premier 
and Minister for Environment and the 
Dept of Water Resources, demanding 
that the proposed State Wetlands Policy 
- (now being prepared by NSW Dept of 
Water Resources) must be a legally bind-
ing document that will be capable of 
protecting the wetlands of NSW 
from: Weiland /?ed A icr,'. 
N('E(' 26 4 94 
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Feminism, E  
& Population Con 
by Claudette Begin 

A woman's right to choose when, 
it'and how to have children is at 
the core ofthe womens move-
ment. And yet increasingly, as 

concern Lrrows about the scarcity of re-
sources and the poverty here and in Third 
World countries, population control as an 
argument is winning ground within the 
feminist movement. 

lopulation control is advanced as a 
solution to both environmental disaster 
and the poverty and famine of the poor 
increasingly the problem of feeding the 
.tarving masses of Bangladesh or Soma-
tia seems beyond the resources of even 
rich countries. Poor people in the Third 
World. and welfare recipients and immi-
grants within the US, are seen as some-
tio stupid since they keep having so 
many babies whom they cannot feed 

In developed countries, decline in the 
noputalion urowth rate followed an in-
crease in tne standard of living of most of 
tne population. Population control advo-
cates however, promote programs in the 
Third World that only teach or force 
nopu anon control, without addressing 
uie economic factor. This has not worked 
etlècu'.ek 

In fact, reduction ofpopulation growth 
nas been most remarkable in countries 
where not only the standard of living for 
ali but especially the status of women 
have first been substantially improved. 
V. aiden Bello of Food First cites the 
exaniple of Kerala in Population and the 
Environment 

'The indian state of Kerala .. re-
cluced its fertility rate by 40 per cent 
between 1960 and 1985 .. 'Fair price' 
snops have kept the cost of rice and other 
essentials like kerosene within the reach 
of the poor Expenditures on public 
neaith are high and health facilities 
serve both the rural and urban populations 

At the same time, greater education for 
women has apparently led to greater con-
trol over reproduction. The literacy rate 
tor females in Kerala is two-and-a-half 
times the all-india average" 

Women in poorer countries have more 
children because that's their job. The 
family must provide all the social services  

for its members through to old age. To 
break that cycle, women must be freed 
from these social burdens. 

The typical picture painted by advo-
cates of population control is of an envi-
ronment literally eaten up and chopped 
down by the masses ofpeople in the Third 
World. But is this picture based on real-
ity? As Bello also points out, "Thailand 
provides a good illustration of how, in 
many Third World countries, it is not 
population growth but the impact of 
Northern overconsumption that is the 
principal engine of ecological degrada-
tion 

Despite its fertility rates being re-
duced by half since the 1960s, "irrevers-
ible erosion is setting in the country's 
rural Northeast, where close to halfofthe 
region's 53 million acres are severely 
eroded, partly because of the effects of 
unrestrained deforestation provoked by 
Japanese demand". 

Is it their supposedly out-of-control 
populations that keep the underdevel-
oped countries from improving their stand-
ard of living? Consider some very relevant 
and startling facts: 
• 80% of the current consumption of the 
Earth's resources is accounted for by the 
20% of the world's population that re-
sides in the north! Hence the sense of 
plenty in the north and scarcity in the 
south. 

• The average Swiss pours 2000 times 
more toxic waste into the environment 
than the average Sahelian farmer ,  

a  ~ - iW 
THE ENVIRONMENTAL 

PRODUCTS SHOP 
Shop 1/25 Hyde St 

Bdllingen (066) 552 266 

• If levels of consumption and waste do 
not change, the 57 million Northerners 
who will be born in the 1990s   will pollute 
the Earth more than the extra 911 million 
Southerners The slower population 
growth in the northern countries is more 
than outweighed by their overconsumption 
of resources. 
• Africa is far less populated than Europe. 
countries such as Belgium and the Neth-
erlands are among the most populated per 
square mile. 

Once we have become aware of this 
basic information and it really sinks in, 
limiting the population growth in poor 
countries loses its lustre as a solution. 
Whether popuiati3n control advocates 
like it or not, balancing the North's use of 
resources becomes the essential factor, 
for both populatiofl and the environment. 

How can we accomplish this" Will 

LET THE SUN 
WORK FOR YOU 

0  Non Toxic BIO Wall Paints 

0  Solar and Natural Building Products 

0  Blocy&. Waste Water System 
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depending on 'the new world order' do it? 
Hardly. We can expect more of the same 
spoiling of the world's environment, ex-
traction of resources and exporting our 
wastes, actually inflicting poverty and 
exporting ecological horrors to other 
countries. 

The World Bank and the IMF set out 
an agenda for Third World countries 
That agenda includes development of re-
sources for those outside their borders, 
payment ofexorbitant interest on loans to 
already rich Northern banks, austerity 
programs for the population and an end to 
self-sufficient and sustainable systems of 
production, since these don't bring in 
enough cash - a totally anti-environmen-
tal and anti-people agenda. Countries are 
forced into selling their resources cheaply 
while their people's standard of living 
plummets and starvation results. 

As feminists with an environmental 
consciousness, we clearly must reject the 
simplistic solution of population control. 
Our job is to put the spotlight on the 
corporations that are raping the environ-
ment and impoverishing most ofthe world. 
We should join forces with the progres-
sive part of the environmental movement 
and fight for the people of the world to 
control and share the resources equably, 
managing our ecosystem in an environ-
mentally safe way. 

We should support struggles for self-
determination, people fighting to take 
control of their own lives and countries. 
These struggles and their victories en-
hance the lives of our sisters and provide 
them the basis for empowerment. They 
will be free to make choices beneficial to 
the entire human race and the environ-
ment. 

Population control is not the answer. 
Empowering women is a better solution. 
from: Green/eli News, Oct 12, 1993 
(via the Pegasus (-oinpuier NeI%i'ork) 

A
ustralians for Animals, together 
with the USA's Fund for Ani-
mals, and virtually all the major 
American conservation groups, 

have lodged a petition with the US Gov-
ernment in Washington DC to get koalas 
listed as endangered 

The petition is made under the provi-
sions ofthe US Endangered Species Act, 
and will take advantage of a clause in the 
Act which allows foreign species to be 
listed as endangered or threatened. The 
kangaroo has long been on their endan-
gered list. 

Spokesperson for AFA. Sue Arnold 
said: "It will be several months bet'ore we 
know if the petition is successful. It will 
mean that a great deal of international 
pressure will be brought to bear on the 
Australian authorities. The state govern-
ments and the federal government will no 
longer be able to pretend that everything 
is just fine as far as the koala and our 
forests are concerned." 

"We could only deal with one spe-
cies, so we chose the koala. If we are 
successful with this petition, then it will 
pave the way for other groups to take 
similar steps," said Sue Arnold. "There 
is no doubt that the koala ison its way out. 
The bushfires in N SW wiped out precious 
colonies on the Central Coast leaving 
only the populations on the mid and far 
north coast viable. And every one oft hese 
populations is at risk either from the 
timber industry or developers." 

The petition is over 100.000 words 
and will be turned into a resource book to 
be sold for hinds to continue AFA's 
work. "AFA has already been advised 
that the koala submission provides the 
best and most current informatton on the 
issue which can be found anywhere AFA 
is delighted that we have completed a 
most worthwhile and critically important 
undertaking and we are praying for the 
success ofthis petition," said Ms Arnold 
5ource: Australians For Animals, April 
Bulletin 1994 

>< 
SOLARWOOD 
The Alternative to Rainforest 
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Legal Aid Win 
Good news for all those who wrote 	- 

letters protesting about the unavail- 
ability of Legal Aid for environmen- 
tal law matters. As of March 24, the 

Legal Aid Commission of NSW 
resolved to reinstate Legal aid for 

public interest environment matters. 
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managing technology 
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T he concept of sustainable de-
vetopment has succeeded in 
gaining widespread support 
among the worLd's decision- 

makers and power-brokers because it 
aims to protect the environment without 
me need for radical change. Industry 
rouos and business associations have 

produced numerous documentsand policy 
statements on sustainable development 
outlining how the environment can be 
protected in a context ofeconomic growth. 
iieeu-up markets and industrial seif-regu-
tanon. But the support of environmental-
sts for the concept of sustainable 

development has been less universal. Some 
argue that more fundamental institutional 
and social changes need to take place. 
includine a shift towards steady-state 
economies 

re vested interests 
behind public 

transport have 
negligible power 
compared to the 

influential road and 
car lobbies 

l here is a question of whether tech-
nolomcai change can reduce the impact of 
economic development sufficiently to 
ensure that other actions will not be nec-
essar. The other actions include changes 
in population growth and consumption 
levels, two items which appear to have 
slipped from the agenda since nations 
were unable to come to any agreement on 
them at the Earth Summit in Rio, June 
1992 If environmental impact is a func-
tion of numbers of people (population), 
resource use per person (consumption), 
and environmental impact per unit of 
resource used (technology), this leaves 
technology as the remaining variable avail-
able for manipulation. 

Can technology give us environmen-
tal protection and economic development? 

Can it ensure equity between and within 
generations so that everyone - now and in 
the future, our far neighbours and our 
great-grandchildren - can enjoy the stand-
ard of living we do? Such an accomplish-
ment would require more than just a few 
adjustments to existing technological sys-
tems It would require a radically differ -
ent technology. Yet if technology is 
socially shaped, can we achieve radical 
technological change without equally radi-
cal social change taking place? 

Attempts to invent and design more 
environmentally sound technology are 
not new. The Appropriate Technology 
Movement, which blossomed in the 1970s,   
attempted to do just this, and today in-
volves an extensive network of groups, 
its own literature and numerous demon-
strated technological innovations. De-
spite this, it has failed to influence the 
pattern oftechnology choice exercised by 
mainstream society. 

Having the technological means to 
reduce pollution and to protect the envi-
ronment does not mean it will automati-
cally be used. According to Patrick 
McCully, writing in "The Ecologist": 
"The reason that the USA is the most 
polluting nation in the world has little to 
do with a lack of energy efficient tech-
nologies or renewable methods of pro-
ducing electricity, it has a lot to do with 
the size of the country's oil, coal and 
automobile industries, and the influence 
they have on the political establishment. 
In the UK, the public transport system is 
expensive, unreliable and infrequent, not  

because the government cannot afford to 
improve it or does not know how, but 
because the vested interests behind public 
transport have negligible power com-
pared to the influential road and car lob-
bies". 

Given that there are many environ-
mentally beneficial technologies already 
designed and available for implementa-
tion, there is a need to look beyond the 
designer of technology to other people in 
society who affect decisions about tech-
nological choice, including businesses, 
governments and consumers. 

At the Earth Summit, the govern-
ments of 170 nations signed Agenda 21, 
an action plan for sustainable develop-
nient which said: "the policies and opera-
tions of business and industry, including 
transnational corporations, can play a 

'the technology 
• .was often readily 

available; it had not 
been implemented 
because company 

engineers had 
other priorities 

major role in reducing impacts on re-
source use and the environment". Many 
firms are not implementing environmen-
tally beneficial technologies, despite their 
availability. Moreover, efforts to clean up 
the environment have tended to concen-
trate on technologies that are added to 
existing production processes to control 
and reduce pollution, rather than changes 
to the production processes themselves. 
The alternative to these end-of-pipe tech-
nologies is to adopt new 'clean" tech-
nologies that alter production processes, 
inputs to the process, and products them-
selves, so that they are more environmen-
tally benign. 

A series of media reports and books, 
have given many people the impression 
that the environment can be saved if 
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individuals are responsible in their shop-
ping habits and buy only environmentally 
sound products. The idea is that firms 
wanting to take advantage of this new 
demand for green products will change 
their production processes and redesign 
their products to meet the demand. Envi-
ronmentally sound goods will become 
profitable. The tendency for consumers 
to prefer environmentally sound products 
has already become evident. Market re-
search shows that in Australia and other 
high-income countries, a significant pro-
portion ofconsumers (though by no means 
the majority) make an effort to buy green 
products such as pump packs, unbleached 
papers and items made of recycled paper. 
A survey found that about 28% would 
pay more for safe aerosols and biodegrad-
able plastic products, and 35% would pay 
more for natural foods that were pro-
duced without pesticides (Clemenger/ 
BBDO 1990). 

Green imagery is used to sell products 
and caring for the environment has be-
come a marketing strategy. However, the 
power of' consumers to influence tech-
nologies is limited. Often their informa-
tion is confined to advertising claims that 
might be misleading or insubstantial 
Greenpeace campaigners claim that Chev-
ron, a multinational oil company, spends 
about five times as much publicising its 
environmental actions as it does on the 
actions themselves. Nor does the con-
sumer face clear-cut choices. Green con-
sumers tend to prefer natural fibres to 
synthetics, but the cotton industry and 
large-scale sheep grazing cause signifi-
cant environmental damage. The debates 
over whether plastic packaging is better 
or worse than paper packaging for the 
environment, or whether milk bottles are 
better than cartons, are sure to confuse 
consumers. 

Judgement about whether a product 
is ecologically sustainable is extremely 
complex, requiring long-term assessment 
from manufacture to disposal and taking 
into consideration how long the product 
will last, whether it can be reused or 
recycled, whether it is biodegradable, how 
much energy it consumes and how effi-
ciently it uses resources. Other matters 
that need to be considered include the 
way the product will be used, transported, 
distributed, marketed and packaged. 

According to Greenpeace, the prod-
ucts available to consumers do not neces-
sarily retlect consumer demand. If it is 
cheaper for a company not to recycle 
bottles, then it will not. They say car 
companies push big cars with high com-
pression, high-pollution engines on the 

' Chevron, a 
multinational oil 

company, spends 
about five times as 
much publicising its 

environmental 
actions as it does 

on the actions 
themselves 

American public" because they get the 
biggest profit from them, not because the 
public demands them. 

While consumers may intluence pack-
aging and some ingredients of products, 
they are usually unable to influence more 
hidden aspects of a product, such as how 
it is manufactured or whether it's distrib-
uted by road or rail Governments are in 
a much better posit ion than consumers to 
influence such decisions, through a vari-
ety ofmechanisms. For instance, they can 
encourage the development and imple-
rnentation of clean technologies through 
the use of laws and regulations which 
cannot be met without technological 
change, or through the use of economic 
instruments meant lo provide a financial 
incentive for technological change. 

A study of 164 innovations in Europe 
and Japan found that regulations (mainly 

environmental and safety) not only pro-
moted innovation, but were a factor in the 
success of these innovations, particularly 
in the chemical and automobile industiies 
(Royston, 1982). This was because the 
technology for meeting the regulations 
was often readily availahle it had not 
been implemented because company en-
gineers had other priorities Government 
regulations had forced a reordering of 

priorities, allowing technological changes 
to take place fairly quickly. 

However, regulation seldom leads to 
the development of radically different 
technologies, but rather ones closely re-
lated to those already being used. Laws 
and regulations tend to lead to end-of-
pipe technologies because they are usu-
ally too weak and are aimed at quick 
remedies. Economic instruments have also 
tended to be too weak to achieve any real 
technological change. Because of the re-
luctance of governments to act against 
the interests of business, legislation and 
economic instruments are seldom tough 
enough to foster technological change of 
the type required for ecological 
sustainability. That would require a long-
term view and a preparedness to bear 
short-term economic costs while industry 
readjusts. lt.is  hard to see governments 
being willing to do this in today's socio-
economic climate in Australia. David 
Dickson, a well-known writer on tech-
nology and former editor of New Scien-
tist, has pointed out that an alternative 
technology can "only be successfully 
applied on a large scale once an alterna-
tive form of society" has been created. 

It would appear that as long as sus-
tainable development is restricted to mini-
mal low-cost adjustments that do not 
require value changes, institutional 
changes, or any sort of radical cultural 
adjustment, the environment will con-
tinue to be degraded. The goal ofsustain-
able development is viewed by some 
economists and business groups as being 
merely to preserve the environment to the 
extent that is necessary for the mainte-
nance of the economic system For them. 
future generations can be compensated 
for the loss ofenvironmental resources by 
increased wealth and human capital with 
which to meet their needs. 

Such a scenario would see Austral- 
ians living in an increasingly artificial 
world, with areas of unspoilt wilderness 
increasingly distant, crowded and less 
diverse. They would be spending more of / 
their money and time obtaining those 
things that are often taken for granted 
today - clean air, clean water, clean food, 
and places to walk, play and swim Not 
everyone would be able to afford these 
things, and certainly not every nation 
would be able to enjoy the living stand-
ards of Australians. 

But, of course, this scenario presup-
poses that our policy-makers will be able 
to make the finely balanced decisions that 
ensure the preservation of those func-
tions ofecosystems that are necessary for 
human survival and economic activities - 
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e)  
continuetL. 
that our societies are knowl-
edgeable enough to know just 
how much carbon dioxide the 
atmosphere can take, how 
much pollution the air and 
water around us can take with-
out triggering a sudden and 
irreversible collapse. Any sci-
entist will tell you that we don't 
know these things. 

Even ifAustralians put their 
faith in the ability of human 
ingenuity, in the form of tech-
nology, to be able to preserve 
their lifestyles and ensure an 
ever increasing level of con-
sumption for everyone, tech-
nological optimism does not 
obviate the need for tijnda-
mental social change and a shift 
in priorities. 

Environmentally sound 
technologies are unlikely to 
emerge from a sustainable de-
velopment approach that seeks 
to incorporate the environment 
as part ofthe economic system 
and therefore to subordinate it 
to economic needs. There is a 
real need to value the environ-
ment apart from and above its 
input to our economic well-
being, to see that environmen-
tal quality is irreplaceable. Only 
then will the short-term finan-
cial costs of the move towards 
sustainability bewillingly borne 
by all parties. 
by Sharon Beder 
from 2 l(' Summer 1993 94 

B yron Bay based agri-
cultural consultant 
and environmental 
activist, Richard Sta- 

ples, has recently published a 
report entitled "Bamboo as a 
Pulp Source for Eastern Aus-
tralia". 

Research into bamboo 
was prompted by the discov-
ery that India makes about 
two-thirds of its paper from 
bamboo. Bamboo has long, 
thin, flexible fibres - ideal for 
making papers of high 
strength and useful for blend-
ing with post-consumer waste 
paper to maintain strength 
when making recycled paper. 

by Kate Short 

T
he exposé of the 
impacts of a vari-
ety of poisons on 
ill-inf'ormtxi users 

and a mostly unsuspecting 
public will both shock and in-
form. For the first time, con-
cern about termites and 
potential crop losses from in-
sect attack is weighed against 
the trauma suffered by the in-
creasing number of people 
exposed to pesticides through 
food, air and water contarni-
nation. 

ow 

The report has a scenario 
of a papermaking industry 
based on bamboo grown as 
part of a diverse pattern of 
land use. The area suitable for 
bamboo is essentially the well-
watered coastal strip of east-
ern Australia - which also 
supports a high and rapidly 
growing population. For this 
reason a lot of attention has 
been paid in the report to the 
relationship between bamboo 
and the local landscape and its 
inhabitants. 

Since a clump of bamboo 
is ready for harvest at between 
5 to 8 years the timefraine is 
far less daunting than for a 

After six years of research 
Kate Short brings her exhaus-
tive study of the topic into 
public view. She presents the 
facts about pesticide risk in a 
clear and concise manner, all 
the time backing up her case 
by reference to a variety of 
reports and studies, including 
crucial European and US re-
search. The author argues that 
the risk to exports from poi-
son residues could upset the 
livelihood of many in the rural 
sector.  

timber 'plantation which can 
take a minimum of 20 to 40 
years to mature. The report 
suggests that 6 or 7 times as 
much cellulose material can be 
obtained per heciare from a 
bamboo planting as compared 
to a coniferous or broad-leaved 
forest. 

It appears that a bamboo-
based paper industry could pro-
vide one alternative to 
woodchipping our native for-
ests for paper feedstock. 
A val table in the NV(.'A 
library. 
By courle.sy of The Big Scrub 
Newsletter No 58 

I BOOK I 
REVIEW 

By letting those affected 
speak, through a variety of 
case studies, QUICK POI-
SON, SLOW POISON 
presents the human face of the 
pesticide risk equation and 
reveals what has often been a 
litany of corporate deceit and 
government inaction. 

A long-time activist, Dr 
Kate Short helped establish 
the PESTICIDE MONITOR 
at the Total Environment cen-
tre in Sydney. she currently 
writes on a range of environ-
mental issues and is an advo-
cate for people affected by 
pesticides. 
Published by 
ENVJROB(X)K 272 pages 
$24.95 (paperback) 
Special qft'r by mail order 
only S20 post free 
Envirohook, 88 ('umber/and 
Si, Sydney. 2000. 

YA1IWST 
a potential paper source 

QUICK POISON, SLOW POISON 
Pesticide Risk in the Lucky Country 
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New Old Growth Study 
first 	scientific Victorian Old Growth Study 

study to identify T
he 

team who developed the meth- 
old growth forest odology. It was motivated by 
in NSW has been the chronic lack of informa- 

released by the North East tion about the distribution of 
Forest 	Alliance. 	Ground old growth forests in NSW_ 
breaking scientific methodol- ç Both National Parks and 
ogv has been used to map and Wlife ild 	and StateForestswere 
identify the values of old invitedtotakepartinthestudy.t 
growth forests in the Wild but refused. Instead they con- 
Cattle Creek area which coy- tinue to make forest manage- 
ers 20.000 hectares near ( ment decisions with a totally 
Dorrigo. dequate information basç, 

It is critical that all areas'The release ofthis study 
of old growth forest in Wild by NEFA demonstrates that 
Cattle Creek be protected Un- yet again the state govern- 
til a regional assessment has ment is lagging behind corn- 
been completed. lithe NPWS munity expectations and 
and State Forests continue to scientific requirements in its 
ailowloggingintheareasiden- approach to forest manage- 
tified they will be blatantly -inent. The NSW government 
breaching state law and their is still refusing to accept the 
National Forest Policy obliga- millions of dollars being of- 
tions to protect old growth fered by the Federal Govern- 
forest." saidMegan Edwards, ment to complete old growth 
project coordinator forest assessments. Instead the 

The study was undertaken Natural Resources Audit 
by NEFA in consultation with Council is embarking on a se- 
scientific experts, including the 1 cretive assessment from which 

publii 	rs\t groups are A regional old growth for- 
cIul€d est assessment is essential in 
/"The NSW Government order to know how much old 

)ias shown the greatest con- growth ofdifferent forest types 
1 'tempt for its commitments remains in north-east NSW. 

under the National Forests Such an assessment will be 
Policy. Instead of protecting \ invaluable when designing a 
old growth areas they are log- 'comprehensive reserve sys- 
ging them 	Until the Federal tm. as recommended by the 
Government pulls NSW into National Forest Policy and the 

\ line,theNationalForestPolicy, Resource Assessment corn- 
not worth the paper it's writ- riission. This assessment and 

tèton", said Ms Edwards. 	 reserve system will , ,/subsequent 
aid the timber industry by iden- 

tify Old Growth Forest at Wild tifying the current significance 
Cattle Creek An Assessment which could he available for 
For Demonstration Purposes timber harvesting. This will 
April 1994, a copy is avail- effectively provide the re- 
able from the Nambucca Val- . source security that is cur- 
ley Conservation Association rently demanded 
upon request. NVCA applauds Sources: 
Megan Edwards and her team Megan Edwards. /'ro/eci 
for all their hard work and ('oordinaior, 
excellent results and thinks that c. Clarence Environment 
this study will become the ('entre. P0 Box 1073, 
benchmark for future old Grafton, 2460. 
growth forest assessments. l'hiI Margolis, NVCA. 

T H E G R E A T E S C A R P M E N T W A L K 

Adventurers Wanted! 

J
f you'd like to experi-
ence the magic of walk-
ing through some of 
Australia's remnant 

pockets of Old Growth For-
ests and Wilderness areas, cel-
ebrating the beauty of life and 
:he spirit of the land whilst 
supporting Native Title then 
come and join the Great Es-
carpment Walk. 

The aim of the walk is to 
highlight the urgent need to 
protect the Great Escarpment 
tnd draw attention to its value 
for water catchment, flora and 
fauna preservation, cultural 
teritage and recreation. The 
walk will travel through threat-
ened old-growth forest and 
wilderness areas currently un-
ajer consideration for World 
Heritage nomination of the 

Central Great Escarpment. 
The Central Great Escarpment 
stretches from the Border 
Ranges to the Barrington Tops 
and covers areas ofbreathtak-
ing beauty with rich bio-diver-
sity and high conservation 
values. 

People will have the op-
tion ofjoining the walk for as 
little as one day or more Veg-
etarian meals will be provided, 
but walkers must bring their 
own tent, sleeping bag and 
personal gear which on the 
supported sections ofthe walk 
will be transported from camp 
to camp by support vehicles. 
On unsupported sections 
walkers will have to carry their 
own camping gear, food will 
also have to be carried There 
will be a walking fee of $20  

per day forsupported sections, 
which covers the cost of food, 
support crew vehicles, and 
other costs involved in estab-
lishing daily camps, OR $10 
per day for unsupported sec-
tions covering food only. Your 
registration fee covers our 
organisational costs: Indi-
vidual and family $20 or Spe-
cial Interest Groups $30. 

Celebrate the wilderness.... 
do something to protect the 
ancient escarpment.....learn 
and support Aboriginal rec-
onciliation and justice... 
Comaci Regwnal ( 'oordzna-
mrs. Ca/h Laglesham or 
A:ton 1,zgarf:e/d. Homeland 
('o,nmuniiv, P0 Thora, 
2454. Ph 066 558514. 

ITINERARY 
June 1 - 25 
BUNDJALUNG: Washpooll 
Gibraltar Range 
.June 26- July 16 
GUNBAINGERI: Guy 
FawkesfMt Hyland 
July 17 - August 13 
THUNGUTTI: Macleay 
Gorges! Werrikimbe 
August 14 - August 27 
BERAPAI: Mt Seaview! 
Mummel Gulf 
August 28 - September 17 
aARR[NGTON: Mt Royal 
Range! Barrington Tops 
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EnvironS 

the north coast 
environment news 

magazine 

Environs is published every other 
month on a voluntary basis to bring 
together reports from a large 
number of environmental 
organisations. Many groups are 
affiliated with Environs, including 
the Belflngen Environment Centre, 
and the Nambucca Valley 
Conservation Association. 

Editorial contributions are wel-
comed. They should include the 
authors name and phone number 
and should be sent by mail to: 
Environs, P0 Box 123, Bowraville 
2449, or byfaxto (065) 647 808, or 
by email to: peg:environs. Sub-
scriptions are $12 for 6 issues. 
Advertisements may be lodged 
with Julie Mozsny by phoning (065) 
695 360. Editorial for Environs is 
by Carol Margolis and the Envi-
rons team. Layout and typesetting 
is by Mike Holland. Cover artwork 

is by Julie Mozsny. 
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